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WITH THE WOMEN’S DEPUTATION IN 


IRELAND. 
By ELLEN CHAPMAN, L.L.A. 


Derrybeg, May 6th, 1889. 

THE greater part of the past week was spént in the “Crimes” 
court at Falcarragh, where we witnessed a little of the rule 
of Balfourian law and order in Ireland. It was not a pleasant 
sight to see the town dark with “ Balfour’s blackbeetles.” It 
was not a pleasant sight to see these gentry holding the 
court-house, watching every turn of the road and following 
us wherever we went. Certainly, I wonder at the marvellous 
patience of the people, who quietly endure this state of 
things from week to week. What would the people of an 
English town think if their streets were filled with armed 
policemen and with detectives in plain clothes—always on 
the watch to follow them when they went for a walk or called 
on a friend. . 

Of course, all this is annoying, but it is so ineffably silly, 
too—these creatures which overrun the place can’t even do 
their hateful work properly—they could be led over mountain 
and bog, over heather and rock, by some of the visitors who 
rejoiced in giving them the run, but they can’t for the life of 
them hinder us from doing what we want to do. In proof 
of this, I may say, that though stopped from speaking on 
the first Sunday, the following day we held a meeting at 
Curran’s Fort, and had the satisfaction of seeing a policeman 
arrive, notebook in hand, three minutes after we had left. 
Yesterday also, after mass, we had another meeting in the 
chapel, just after the police had gone home to their dinner. 
We were uninterrupted for some time, and concluded the 
meeting with the following resolution: “That this meeting 
desires to express its sympathy with Mr. Conybeare and Mr. 
Harrison in the persecution which they have undergone at 
the hands of the present Government, and that it also 
desires to congratulate Mr. Conybeare on being the first 
English M.P. to be sentenced to imprisonment for taking the 
part of the oppressed people of Ireland.” 

We then cheered heartily for Mr. Conybeare, Mr. 
Harrison, the Plan of Campaign, and Father McFadden, 
The people then walked quietly away, watched and followed 
by some twenty policemen, who had hastily left their dinner 
to maintain the law which was so gleefully set aside under 
their very noses. Unfortunately they came too late to stop. 
the meeting, and only just in time to hear the cheers—well, 
it was disappointing for them, so we must forgive them for 
looking black. 

The trial at Falcarragh was itself the most disgusting farce 
that one could imagine, the Government having got itself 
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-into a quagmire by the arrest of Mr. Harrison on the charge 
of housebreaking—instead of doing the only sensible thing 
under the circumstances, and releasing him with a full 
apology for the stupid blunder of the head-constable— 
concocted the charge of conspiracy, and a more absurd spec- 
tacle than seeing the magistrates gravely considering the 
charge I cannot imagine. To one unskilled in the windiggs 
and turnings of the law, the charges resolved themselves to 
two. First, giving bread to some people who were starving, 
both Mr. Harrison and Mr. Conybeare were charged with 
this terrible crime. Secondly, giving three cheers for the 
“ Plan of Campaign.” This charge was brought against Mr. 
Conybeare alone, and the other being dismissed, he was 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, for the very offence 
of which most of us a been guilty in England. 

During the tiial a few interesting facts came to light with 
regard to Irish landlordism. Mr. Olphert complained that 
he was the most ill-used landlord in Ireland. He had lived 
there all his life, he said, and had done everything he could 
for the tenants. On being cross-questioned he admitted 
that he had built them neither school nor churches—had 
never helped them with draining ditches or roads—had not 
built them cottages, or aided in the bad years. I fail to see 
what he had done, except take the rents, to enable him tod 
live in his pleasant house, out of sight and sound of the 
dreary hovels in which the majority of his\unfortunate tenants 
live. 

Mr Olphert confessed in court that he had never seen an 
eviction. So, I suppose, ignorance is his excuse for the 
outrages practised on his estate. But, surely, such ignorance 
is, in itself, culpable. Property has its duties as well as its 
privileges, and it is a shame and a disgrace for any man to 
let sick and dying women be turned on the road-side on his 
estate, while he, at ease in his house, pleads ignorance. No 
wonder the people have turned against him. Certainly, his 
contempt and scorn of the tenants could not go much further. 

Meanwhile the: Protestant clergy of the district have also 
been wanting in their duty to the people over whom they are 
set. When Mr. Conybeare was first making inquiries 
about the state of Falcarragh, he asked Mr. Olphert whether. 
it might not be well to ask some questions of the two 
Protestant clergymen of the neighbourhood: “Oh, no,” 
replied Olphert, “it would be no use, they know ing 
about the state of the people.” A pretty condition of thirigs 
truly, when even their friend and patron was obliged. to: 
confess that these men, whose duty it is to look after God's: 
poor, knew nothing of their condition. Well, thank God/i 
these poor sheep have shepherds who are not hireli ad’ 
these in no small numbers—and foremost araong this 
of noble workers stands Father James McFadden, 
Gweedore, of whom I hope to say more shortly. 
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As to the Gweedore district itself the more one sees the 
more one is impressed with the terrible poverty of the people. 
Gain: which direction you will, you find poverty grim and 
real enough in all conscience, in some places worse than in 


_ others, but int all very, very bad. The food of the people is 


of the poorest kind—in some places they are eating seaweed. 
T have seen and tasted it. It may help to sustain life, but no 
one would take it as an article of food unless there were no 
help for it. This and Indian meal, made into a thin stirabout, 
is what the people are now living on. The result of this 
living is seen in their small frames, and in the rapidit 

They do not look 
fit for hard work, and yet they work and toil more than, per- 
haps, any people in Europe—barefooied women and girls 
digging the wet ground, or cutting turf to be carried after- 
wards on their weak backs up the bleak hillside. The sheep 
and cattle seem to share in the universal starvation. Miser- 
able, unhappy objects, they are trying to get a feed off the 
moss or seaweed which they may chance to find, or failing 
that chewing at old baskets, or brushes, or dry heather, to 
make-believe they are eating. Jt is only the very young 
things, whether human or brute, which look happy here. 
Soon, too soon, the anxious, careworn expression creeps into 
faces which should be as bright as a summer day. 

Then add to all this the ever-present cloud of coercion, 
which casts its blight over the land, and you have a pretty 
fair picture of dreary Donegal as I saw it. Surely no people 
have been so downtrodden, no people have suffered so much 
and yet refrained from outrage and violence. Had there 
been the same suffering in any other land, violence would 
have been done, but this people has suffered with a patience 
truly saintly—shall they not have their reward !—shall not a 
brighter day dawn for them! O that the English Govern- 
ment would be wise in time and not drive the most patient 
people in the world beyond the point where endurance 
ceases to be a virtue. Their case is hard at best. Let not 
England make it harder. Rather let the right hand of help be 
stretched out to them, that instead of being driven to 
despair the two nations may be one in hope and heart. 

As a means to this end I would earnestly beg Englishmen 
and women to continue to come. Evictions are pending on 
Olphert’s estate at Glasherchoo, and it would be well that a 
goodly number of English visitors should witness this evil 
work, for there is nothing which so keeps the removables and 
constabulary in check as the presence of English visitors, 
who may watch their proceedings, and either prevent some of 
their lawless law, or nail some Primrose lies about the same 
laws obtaining in England as in Ireland. 


WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


WomeEN artists must not be reproached for not exhibiting 
their pictures at the “ Mirlitons,” for the simple reason they 
cannot. The exhibition of pictures called the “ Mirlitons” is 
composed solely of pictures painted by the members of the club 
entitled the “ Mirlitons,” and lady members are not admitted 
either in this club or in any other club in France, neither 
have they a club of theirown. They evidently try to counter- 
balance this defect by organising congresses to be held during 
the season of the International Exhibition. These I will 
describe in another letter. Though lady members are not 
admitted in the club of the “ Mirlitons,” they,are well repre- 
sented on its walls. Portraits of the fair sex predominate, 
and give tangible proof they are rightly called the “ fair sex. 
Emile Levy's portrait of Mdlle. L, L. is a charming realisa- 
tion of subdued colouring, pers gel ar gee ped a 
neralised sentiment of poetry and grace, such as the sitter 
Saat inevitably suggést. Machard’s portrait of Mdme. E. P. 
is a masterly representation of sweet sixteen, of youthful grace 
in all the vigour of budding life. Flie Delaunay also sends two 
portraits. One, a lady past her youth, fully on the borders 
of maturity, is a successful example of the consummate talent 
of the French artists; one recognises the flesh tints of Van- 
dyke, with the sober, powerful touch of Titian. The female 
portraits are legion. In this exhibition I have limited myself 
to. mentioning the principal. Among these, evidently, I must 
name those of Carolus Durau. _ : 
Mdlle. Dusseuil is a lady artist of great merit, who is 
independent of exhibitions. She has ceased to exhibit, even 
at the “Salon.” Her pictures are only seen at her atelier, 
Rue Vavin, and on the walls of the houses of their purchasers. 
Mdille. Dusseuil principally paints portraits and religious sub- 
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jects; she also excels in ls,...I have recently seen, at her 
studio, a portrait of a child—a golden-haired bedany in a 
green velvet dress—a delightful harmony of colour—one 
almost expected to hear the cee | little creature speak ; 
the head of a Brittany peasant, with a white coif, most 
deliciously painted; also the portrait of Paria Corigan, a 
talented lady authoress, of whom I shall have to speak ina 
future letter. . 2, 

Mdme. Lalot is the wife of a Protestant clergyman, and 
reaches the ideal standard of what a clergyman’s wife should 
be. She is the poor ag oe true friend. Her system is to 
raise them by helping them to help themselves—the best 
principle of philanthropy. With this aim in view she has 
founded the ‘ CEuvre des Loyers ” (Rent Organisation) —the 
French never use the word “charity.” Every Monday she 
receives her parishioners and poor and working classes of the 
neighbourhood, who bring what. they can spare from the 
week's earnings to.be put aside for the rent, that dreadful 
monster that must be satisfied—the bugbear of all small 
incomes. An interest is paid on the sums received, which 
is allowed to accumulate until the end of the quarter, thus 
rendering it easier for the tenants to realise the sum due for 
rent. Jn actual cases of need, not resulting from bad con- 
duct, the deficit is supplied by a loan. This “ CEuvre des 
Loyers,” founded and carried on by Mdme. Lalot single- 
handed, has been the means of rescuing scores of families 
from misery and starvation. There is a library attached to 
the rent organisation, also founded and managed by Mdme. 
Lalot, which is a valuable help in her philanthropic work. 
Every Christmas Mdme. Lalot gives a Christmas party. Of 
course a Christmas tree is an important feature, but not the 
only one. Kind-hearted artistes second Mdme. Lalot in her 
work, and sing and play at these annual meetings to an audi- 
ence which, if less critical than others, enjoys to the utmost 
the entertainment provided for them by the talented and kind- 
hearted performers. Last Christmas this féte was exception- 
ally brilliant. Mdme. Lalot received her poorer brothers and 
sisters as usual at her private house, Boulevard Vervier, which 
was lighted by electric light, in itself a wonder and delight 
to her guests. In addition to the gifts taken from the Christ- 
mas tree, Mdme. Lalot distributed with an open hand toys 
of all kinds to the children. A week or so before the party 
took place, Mdme. Lalot asked among her friends and in the 
papers for old toys to be sent. A day or so before the date 
waggon loads of beautiful new toys arrived. What an Eldo- 
rado of joy for the future recipients! Mdme. Lalot’s cherished 
desire is to remove the antagonism—almost hatred—that 
exists between the poor and the well-to-do classes. On these 
occasions she succeeds in bridging over the gulf. Her ears 
were refreshed by hearing on all sides, “Qu’elle belle féte ! 
Nous sommes traités comme les égaux, comme les riches.” 
(“What a splendid féte! We are treated like equals, like 
rich people”). We must all wish Mdme. Lalot success. 

Paris. W. VERNIER. 


FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


THERE were some important questions addressed to Ministers 
before the House came to the discussion of public business 
on Monday. They, however, were attended with less 
interest than would probably have been the case, on account 
of the knowledge that an important debate, upon the 
Government policy in Donegal, particularly in reference to 
the prosecution of Mr. Conybeare and Mr. Harrison, was 
likely to arise, on the motion of Mr. Atherley Jones, for the 
adjournment of the House. As was to be expected, the 
discussion was very unpalatable to the Tory members, who 
therefore did their best to prevent its coming on, on the 
ground that the case of Mr. Conybeare was still sub judice. 
In this they were supported by the leader of the House. 
Happily the manceuvre failed in its purpose. Mr. Conybeare 
was present in person, and occupied a seat on the front Oppo- 
sition bench below the gangway. After the Solicitor-General 
for Ireland had intervened, but without doing any good to 
the bad cause he had to defend, Sir Horace Davey made a 
very lucid and valuable contribution to the legal aspect of 
case. “ Jimmy” Lowther declared that, in his opinion, the 
Irish police discharged their duties most efficiently. Of course, 
if their “duties ” comprised wanton — ~ the ee 
of bl it must be admitted that they do their very 
well. Aner Mr. Conybeare and Mr. Bradlaugh had spoken 


removables thought, “had been guilty of an illegal offence” 
in giving a loaf of bread to a number of starving people. 
P ly, when the next case of the kind arises, as it is not 
unlikely to do, the Removables will not be slow to act upon 
the very obvious hint conveyed to them in Mr. Balfour's 
speech of Monday. In one of those occasional slips of thé 
tongue, in which he speaks the truth, Mr. Balfour let fall the 
unfortunate phrase that “Ireland now was practically in a state 
of revolution.” On becoming conscious of the im of 
this admission, Mr. Balfour instantly endeavoured to mini- 
mise its effect hy stating that what he had said applied only to 
Donegal. But this was a device too obvious for the “old 
parliamentary hand,” who made good use of it subsequently. 
It was rather amusing to hear Mr. Balfour pitting his know- 
ledge of the law against Sir Horace Davey. Mr. Gladstone 
delivered himself of a short but sharp and eloquent attack upon 
the policy of the Government. S ing of Mr. Balfour, Mr. 
Gladstone said “‘it would be almost an insult to a man of his 
superhuman endowments to express the hope that he would 
grow wiser with age.” After a passing sarcasm on the “‘unques- 
tionable terror which the gigantic faculties” of the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland produced in him, Mr. Gladstone con- 
cluded: “They (the Government) proclaim themselves the 
promoters of law and order, whereas we believe they have 
been amongst the most dangerous foes to the tranquillity of 
the country and to the loyalty of the people of Ireland.” 

The House was subsequently engaged in a discussion on 
the second reading of the Naval Defence Bill. This subject 
again monopolised the morning sitting on Tuesday, when it 
passed by a large majority. On reassembling at nine o'clock 
the House was immediately counted out. 

On Wednesday, the House was occupied with the con- 
sideration of the Corporal Punishment Bill, which was 
ultimately passed. 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


On Tuesday Mrs. Gladstone was in her usual place, with 
Archbishop Walsh on her left. The gallery was filled with 
ladies. Among the visitors in the afternoon was Lord 
Sherbrooke, accompanied by Lady Sherbrooke, and the 
ex-Chancellor, though he could see none of the proceedings, 
listened with deep attention to the examination as it pro- 


Mr. Parnell at once opened with an explanation of his 
statement of Friday, when he said that in stating, in 1881, in 
the House of Commons, that there were no secret societies 
in Ireland, it was with the intention of misleading the House. 
The Irish leader had since examined the context of his speech, 
and found that he had not referred to secret societies at all 
but to Ribbon lodges. He thus disposed of the only point 
which the Attorney-General had scored against him, and Sir 
““Wretched” Webster thereupon assumed a more downcast 
expression than ever. The learned counsel was no more 
successful than he had been before in his renewed cross- 
examination of Mr. Parnell, At times the hon. member was 
mildly satirical in his answers. The examination of his pri 
vate cheque book produced no other result than that of 
attesting to his great liberality. At ten minutes past one the 
Attorney-General said he had no further questions to ask. 
This was a surprise, the impression being that he would 
pursue his researches in several directions. ; 

Sir Charles Russell then re-examined Mr. Parnell, his 
evidence proving that his constitutional policy was openly 
denounced by the /riskh World. 

The most interesting event of the day was the appearance 
in court of Mr. William O’Brien, M.P., and Mr. Edward 
Harrington, M.P. They came from Ireland in charge of 
officers, Mr. O’Brien wearing civilian apparel, and Mr. 
Harrington prison garb, which he changed, however, on his 
arrival. They sat in court unattended, being on parole 
while there. Mr. Harrington was in robust health, but Mr. 
O'Brien was pale, worn, and looked weak. He had a listless 
air, in strong contrast to his customary nervous vigour, and 
at times seemed to take no interest in the proceedings. At 
one time the sudden and earnest inquiries of Mr. Lockwood 
and Mr. Lewis caused him to betray some emotion, At the 
close of the proceedings he was the centre of a warmly sym- 
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pathetic crowd. The meeting between him and. Mr. Parnell 


was so cordial as to b: touching. A large crowd waited 
outside the court to catch a glimpse of the two famous 
prisoners. ; 

On Wednesday Sir Charles Russell continued his re 
examination of Mr. Parnell. Mr. O’Brien and Mr. Harring- 
ton were again in court. A sharp tussel, the sharpest since 
the commencement of the trial, occurred between the Presi- 
dent and Sir Charles, on the point as to whether Mr. Parnell 
should be allowed to explain the appearance of the names of 
two of the Invincibles on the counterfoil of his private 
si Se book. The President ruled that Mr. Parnell should 
not be allowed to offer any explanation ; Sir Charles insisted 
on his right to do so. Mr. Parnell insisted on his intention 
to do so before leaving the bar. The President inststed on 
his intention not to allow it' It was a regular tug-of-war. 
Eventually, of course, Sir Charles and Mr. Parnell won. 
The explanation when it came was very simple, viz., that the 
payments were made during the time of Mr. Forster's 
administration, and before Mr. Parnell had any knowledge, 
or even suspicion, that the men were members of a secret 
society. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. | 


MANCHESTER LADIES’ WORK SOCIETY, 
16, KING STREET. 
To the Edttor of the Women’s Gazette. 

S1r,— During the past few months, an attempt has been 
made to improve the style and quality of embsoideries 
executed by the members of this society, with the result that 
for three or four days of the last week their window looked 
unusually attractive, being filled exclusively with the beautiful , 
new work, 

As many ladies are aware, there are in most towns now, 
these shops belonging to societies of poor gentlewomen, in 
which, for a small membership fee, are offered for sale the 
fruits of their industry. Many of the members, however, have 
had no previous training, either of hand or eye, and have the 
idea, possibly, that fancy work requires none in particular ; 
hence the articles too often displayed are only saleable from 
the very pitifulness of the case; and, as a matter of fact, 
quantities of things, costly in time and material, but bad in 
design, colouring, and general taste, lie unsold in the shops 
for months and years. 

In these days of beautiful stitchery, the true renaissance 
of an art in which queens were wont to excel, why should 
not our ladies of the many work societies learn to do /ovely 
embroideries, with the happy result of charming their many 
friends and would-be purchasers, and adding quickly and 
surely to their incomes? If it be asked, ‘‘ How shall they 
learn without a teacher?” we may answer that there must 
be in the vicinity of most cities a few ladies of taste and 
skill, with power of original design also, who would very 
gladly help by teaching, and would hold weekly classes, as 
here in Manchester, for afew months, until a certain quantity 
of the new work could be produced, and the result tested. 

Some of us are ambitious enough to hope to see a real 
school of beautiful embroidery amongst us, whose home 
shall be the shop in King Street, and whose workers shall 
grow in time to feel that they occupy a position of dignity 
and usefulness in the community, as producers of lovely 
things.— Yours, &c. MARIANNE HAWworRTH. 

Woodside, Bowdon. 


The London correspondent of the Manchester Guardian 
says: “The question of the employment of women upon 
the North-Western Railway was raised some time ago at a 
halt-yearly meeting, and has not been renewed. There is 
very much room for such employment in the ticket oftices 
and other departments. Such a change in the personnel of 
this and other railway companies would be a great advantage 
to the community, to the shareholders, and to the employés, 
These last would benefit by a regulation that other members 
of their families than their sons, brothers, and nephews would 
be eligible for the companies’ service. I have spoken to-day 
with the shareholder who brought the matter.up at a North< 
Western meeting, and he is of opinion that it will require a 
strong effort, well supported by the press and ag a 
opinion of shareholders and employés, to overcoitie ‘the 
aversion from any new departure natural to such functionaries 
as the chairman of the chief of British railways.” ; 
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A MOVEMENT FOR THE HIGHER EDU- 
CATION OF WOMEN IN GERMANY. 


In Germany, the women’s movement is not yet political. 
The efforts of her “advanced women” are directed towards 
social reform, and chiefly towards the opening up of fresh 
fields of labour in trade, art, and science to women, depen- 
dent on their own exertions. 

A great step forward in educational reform has recently 
been taken by the formation at Weimar of the German 
Women’s Reform Association, the avowed objects of which 
are; (1) The establishment of “Gymnasia” for girls, with 
the same examinations and curriculum as those of the boys. 
(2) ‘The admission of women to the Universities. (3) The 
opening to women of the learned professions (especially of 
medicine.) 

- In a bright little pamphlet the foundress of the association 
states that the need for this University education is to be 
found in the increasing number of girls of the cultured 
middle classes, “educated only for marriage,” who yet remain 
unmarried, because the men of their own class in these days 
of keen mercantile competition cannot afford to marry, and 
who therefore find themselves: helpless and dependent in 
middle age. 

As it is impossible, she says, to force men to marry penui- 
less girls or to make them satisfied with the simple conditions 
of life of a bygone age, we must make the girls independent 
by fitting them for professional work—so that, unmarried, 
they may support themselves, or, as wives, help to maintain 
a comfortable home with their earnings. 

Thus the competition for employment in trades already 
open to women will be materially lessened ; many women, 
now unemployed, will find remunerative employment ; there 
will no longer be the shameful necessity for such girls of 
marrying solely “for the sake of ahome;” and the unmarried 
women will be able to provide for themselves and secure 
their future. 

Any reader of our Gaseffe at all conversant with the 
immense prejudice of German society against the women’s 
cause, will appreciate the courage of this Weimar Reform 

iation, and wish it every possible success. 
H. S. CHEETHAM. 


WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Miss F. M. Peard has published a three volume novel 
—‘¢ The Country Cousin ”—which promises to be a success. 


Mrs. Mona Oaird’s novel, which is to deal with 
socialism, will be the property, by arrangement, of an Anglo- 
American syndicate. 


Mrs. Humphrey Ward protested strongly against the 
American dramatisation of “ Robert Elsmere,” but to no 
avail. 

The Duchess of Edinburgh presided on Saturday at 
the annual meeting of the;Soldier’s and Sailor’s Families 
Association. 

Lady Jersey tells of the Hindu at Home in this month’s 
Nineteenth Century. 


Dilke has a paper in this month’s Fortnightly on 
the social effect of missionary labour in India. 


Isabella Fyvie Mayo contributes an article on Mr. and 
Mrs. S. C. Hall to the Leisure Hour for May. 


Princess Christian is patroness of the private subscrip- 
tion ball, which will be held in the Town Hall, Kensington, 
on the 21st inst., in aid of the Irish Cottage Industries. 


Monckton gave two recitations at Mr. Clark’s 
concert at Colchester last week. 


Mrs. J. E. K. Studd presided at the first annual 
display of the Polytechnic Young Women’s Gymnastic 
Society, which took place on Saturday evening, in the 
Gymnasium, Regent Street. 


Miss Gertrude ton is making arrangements for 
the production of an English version of a German drama at 
the mating to be given early next month at the Prince of 
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Wales’s Theatre, for the benefit of the Young Women’s Hel 
Society. ‘ 


The Lady Frances Trevanion, hon. treasurer of the 
Animals Institute, will exhibit a cleverly contrived method 
of shoeing horses at the forthcoming Exhibition of appliances 
for combating the difficulties of horses in slippery weather. 


Mrs. Reaney proposes in a letter to the Pal// Mall 
Gasette, that all the Metropolitan Tramway and Omnibus 
Companies should be under the direct control of the London 
County Council, 


The Countess Orosy, belonging to one of the oldest 
Austrian families, will visit Paris as Srrectress of a teavelting 


circus, during the exhibition. 


The Countess de la Torre, of cat-keeping fame, is now 
sojourning at Gerard’s Cross with a flock of goats. 


Miss Crommelin, of Buckingham Palace Road, has been 
commissioned by Lady Dufferin to assist in decorating 
and arranging the English Embassy in Rome. 


_ Miss May Ostlere’s “ Home Rule” song has so de- 
lighted General Boulanger, that he has authorised the com- 
poser to write such another for him. 


Mrs. Naylor Leland has lent her residence—Hyde 
Park House, Albert Gate—to the Amateur Art Exhibition, 
in aid of the funds of the Parochial Mission Women’s Fund 
and the Working Ladies’ Guild, to be held on the 22nd, 
and two following days. 


Miss Emily Stevenson, one of the chief workers on the 
index of the Encyclopedia Britannica, is a “ Newnham girl,” 
who took high honours in the moral science tripos. 


Lady Smith, wife of the ‘late mayor of Adelaide, pre- 
sented the Princess of Wales with the silver wedding gift of 
South Australia, on Monday. 


Mrs. Marrable, president of the “ Lady Artists,” assisted 
by Miss Partridge, did the honours at an “at home” of 


the club given in the Egyptian Hall, on Monday night. 


The Princess of Wales laid the foundation stone of the 
New Hospital for women, Euston Road, on Tuesday after- 
noon, and received purses from those anxious to help on 
Mrs Garrett Anderson in her great undertaking. 


Eleanor Arnold, youngest daughter of the late Matthew 
Arnold, will be married early in June to the Hon. Armine 
Wodehouse, second son of the Earl of Kimberley. 


Mrs. Besant and Mrs. Ashton-Dilke are about to be 
proceeded against by the Queen's Printers—Méessrs. Spottis- 
woode and Eyre—for having accused them of “sweating” 
their workpeople. 


Mdme. Liebhart gave a musical “at home” at her resi- 
dence in Warwick Road, Maida Vale, on Sunday evening. 
Marguerite Naudin, a little girl of ten years, daughter of the 
celebrated French tenor, was the chief attraction. 


NEWS AND NOTES ON WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


Apropos of the letter from Miss Kilbride to the Southport 
W.L.A. published in another column, this energetic associa- 
tion has just despatched a large parcel of clothing for the 
evicted tenants at Clongorey. 


* & 

A correspondent writes : “* The first meeting of the Black- 
pool W.L.A. the other day was a phenomenal success. Mrs. 
Bryant’s speech concluded amidst ringing cheers.) The 
audience numbered a thousand, and the Blackpool Liberals 
were themselves quite amazed that such a demonstration 
could be got up in that Tory-ridden town. The enthusiasm 
for Ireland was immense, but it is a pity that Mr. Redmond 
was unable to appear.” We regret that the report of the 
meeting came to hand too late to enable us to give the 
speeches. The president of the new association, Mrs. 
Tatton, and Miss H. S. Cheetham, delivered admirable 
addresses; and Miss Hindley, Mrs, Ashworth, and Mrs, 
Hardman were among the other lady speakers. 

. * 


The Warwick branch of the Warwick and Leamington 
Women’s Liberal Association forwarded, on Tuesday, April 
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oth, a present of over 100 garments (including many new 
Bice made by the poor women at the fortnightly sewing 


ies, and others neatly repaired) to Father McFadden for . 


Ee evicted peasantry at Gweedore. 


& 

The magnificent premises erected for the purposes of the 
Kettering Liberal Club, the existence of which is not a little 
due to the hard work performed by the Kettering Liberal 
women, was successfully opened on Saturday, the 27th 

April, when speeches were delivered by the Right Hon. 
James Stansfeld, M.P., Mr. T. D. Sullivan, the Hon. C. R. 
Spencer, Mr. F. A. Channing, and others. The meeting, 


which was very enthusiastic, was held in the Victoria Hall, . 


and was crammed. 
7 

We alluded last week to the position of women under the 
new Scotch Local Government Acts, both as regards voting 
and election disabilities. We are glad to see that the West 
Edinburgh W.L.A. has already spoken in no uncertain voice 
upon the subject. At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
held on Monday the following resolutions were unani- 
mously: “That the committee that in the Local 
Government (Scotland) Bill, and in the Parochial Boards 
Bill, it remains doubtful whether women are eligible as 
county and parish councillors, and calls upon the Govern- 
ment to insert a clause directly stating that they are eligible.” 
“ That this committee also i a that married women who 
are ratepayers should be debarred from a vote for county 
councillors, and requests the omission in clause 31, sub- 
section 3, of the words ‘who is not married, and living in 
family with her husband.’” “That copies of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the Lord Advocate and all the Scottish 


members.” 
7? 


Writing of the recent soiree in connection with the 
Shildon Women’s Liberal Association, reported in another 
column, the secretary says: “The idea of forming a 
Women’s Liberal Association at Shildon was first suggested 
at a public meeting held in the Co-operative Hall, Old 
Shildon, in September last, when Miss Fleury, of Dublin, 
gave an address on the Irish question. During the course 
of this meeting, Miss J.ucas, of Darlington, gave us an 
account of the work and object of Women’s Liberal 
Associations in general, and of Darlington in particular, 
strongly urging the women present to stay behind for a little 
while to further discuss the matter. A goodly number of 
ladies acceded to the request and became the nucleus of the 
present association. 

On October 11th we had a valuable service rendered by 
Mrs. Theo. Fry, of Darlington, who attended our meeting, 
and gave us an instructive and interesting address on “ The 
duties of women respecting politics.” Since then we have 
been working steadily on, holding our meetings fortnightly, 
alternately at Old and New Shildon. But our association 
has not been what we anxiously desire to see it, either in 
numbers or power, and one of the objects in holding this 
soiree was to raise it out of the comparative obscurity and 
place it on a platform, to be not only a name but a power in 
the noble cause of Liberalism. The soiree was a great suc- 
cess. The Temperance Brass Band also played through the 
streets of Old and New Shildon, and went to the station to 
meet our member, Mr. Paulton, and “played him” to the 
hall, then gave selections of music as the company partook 
of tea.” 

ial 

A series of meetings in connection with the Newport and 
South Monmouthshire Women’s Liberal Association, which 
now numbers 240 members, was held on April 29th and 3oth, 
May rst, 2nd, and 3rd, at Newport, Ponthir, Maindee, 
Risca, and Cwmbran. The meetings, which were small and 
informal in character, were addressed by the Hon. Mrs. 
Arthur Pelham, president of the association, who was 
accompanied by Mrs. C. M. Bailhache, treasurer. Owing to 
the distance at which most of the members live from each 
other, large meetings of women are not practicable in this 
district, but this plan of holding several small meetings in 
different parts seemed very successlul, and to afford much 
pleasure and interest to those who were able to attend. 
In the course of some encouraging words to members, Mrs. 
Pelham begged them not to be too anxious for immediate 
results, in the way of a sudden large increase of members, or 
in being able at once to achieve much remarkable work. 


She asked them to remember that they were not working 
‘alone, but were of a great national movement for 
enlisting women’s interests and sympathies in politics, and 
; teaching them true and right ideas on the subject. She 

thought that in the circumstances of gheir association, a quiet, 

unobtrusive work would be the most effectual, endeavouri 

to thoroughly organise themselves before the next election, 

and each doing their own part by educating themselves, by 
' reading and thought, and influencing those around them to 
do the same. With this view a systematic distribution 
of literature throughout the sphere of the association was 
planned, and Mrs. Pelham undertook its selection and 
sending of parcels of books and leaflets, for loan and distri- 
bution to the different branches, Many thanks are due to 
the different ladies who kindly allowed the meetings to take 
place at their homes. ae 

& 

| A meeting in connection with the Warwick and Leaming- 

ton Women’s Liberal Association was held at Shrewsbury 

on Friday, May 3rd. Mr..Cowley presided, and addresses 

were given by Mrs. Hordern, Mrs. McParland, and Mr. 

Tueland. It was a very successful gathering. 


* 

A very successful meeting was held at Wycombe last 
week, to inaugurate a Women’s Liberal Association for South 
Bucks. y Sandhurst and Mr. E. J. C. Morton were 
among the speakers. The meeting was crammed, and the 
proceedings very enthusiastic. Miss Arabella Shore is the 
President. (We shall give full particulars next week.) 


MANCHESTER WOMEN’S PEACE 
ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the above association was held in the Friends’ 
Institute, Manchester, on Wednesda, 

The chair was taken at three o'clock by Mr. 
amongst others 
North Manch 
Irwin, Mrs. Walk 


man. The cause has an enormous in 
death of Mr. John ht,. The association numbers con- 
siderably more than members, which is a great increase 


upon last’ year. In November a conference was held, 
attended by about 60 ladies. O: to the press of engage- 
ments, it has been difficult to hold wing-room meetings. 
One, however, was given by Mrs. Mather, at Old Trafford, 
and other friends are willing to give them to the members 
when 5 geno permits. One meeting for mothers has 


been h The committee purchased a number of 
tracts upon peace questions. The committee hoped that 
members would interview the candidates at elections, and 


uge their‘influente for the candidate who agreed with 

upon this question.” ‘The balance sheet shows an expendi- 

ture of 4s. ld., and _receipts £7 4s. &d., niyo | 1s, 

balance from last year. The total balance being £2 0s. 7d. 
The Chairman moved the adoption of the report and bal- 

ance sheet, and congratulated the society upon ing on 

the work with such a small expenditure, and also upon ite 

large mem’ p. He said that the question was not one 

which could be forced. It seeks to prevent wars by | 

tion. Dr. Parker, in one of his conferences with wor = 


men, was challe as to whether the churches were 
against war, and he replied that all the churches were 
inst war. The chairman, however, seemed to differ with 


m, and said he only wished they were. To quote the words, 
of an eminent stateman, he said, ‘‘The true attitude of 
oe . towards nation should be that of a neighbourly 

icy. 
a Walker then seconded the motion. 

Mrs. Newton was the next speaker, and she ed to 
describe her stay in Germany in 1869-70. She said we do not 
do the Germans justice when we think that we are the only 
loyal subjects, because the Germans are a very patriotic 
race. She first of all noticed t there were so y men 
wearing uniform, almost every other man. It was r she 
had been there six months she returned to England, and it 
was whilst she was here that the Franco-German war was 
declared. She then described in detail how it was that the 
war was brought ahout by the French, and. how it was 
ended. She continued that she had only just returned from 
the West coast of Ireland, and had seen plies the 
pecs were there, and how she met with grea tali 

rom the Irishwomen whom we so ceeny lover. She 
that the women of England should take up the cause of 
peace. Peace is a woman's cause. It is the mothers and the 
wives that have to bear the keenest P dy of the battle by 
loss of their husbands and sons. concluded by s 
that as long as there were standing armies there 
usb 9d 


war. 
A vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Newton and 
ing closed. , 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 

now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 

railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 


Toe 


WOMEN’S GAZETTE 


AND WEEKLY NEWS. 


LONDON, SATURDAY, MAY 11, 1889. 


Tuer Beaconsfield administration of 1874-1880 will live in 
history chiefly on account cf its Jingo policy abroad. Under 
the present Government we are learning by bitter experience 
the meaning of Jingoism applied at home. Ten, fifteen 
years ago, it was under foreign skies, that native villages 
were pillaged, rude homestéads destroyed, and the shrieks 
of the mangled and the dying drowned by the roar of the 
musketry of the British army in the distant fields of Zulu- 
land and Afghanistan. These were wars which in truth 
“taxed the blood of men and the tears of women.” Itis in 
Ireland to-day, under the name of Union, and in the guise 
of Law, that all the nameless horrors attending War are forced 
up¢n a1 unwilling and peace-seeking people, For why? 
Because they refuse to recognise the validity of a “ Union” 
“which, fraudulently forced upon them though it was, has had 
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its concitions of equal rights and privileges violated again and 
again. Because the undying spirit of nationality, which, like 
the life, is centred in the heart, and like the blood courses 
through every artery and through every vein of the body 
politic as well as the body physical—because this is stronger 
than Bulfourism—impregnable against all the puny efforts 
of the petty hired tyrants who are paid to do the bidding of 
their master. Because from Cape Clear to the Giant's 
Causeway the tenants have let it be known that they can no 
longer afford to let the rack-renting landlords hunt men and 
women as well as foxes. It is true there is a close time for 
foxes, and a close time for game—but there is no such thing 
as a close time for Irish tenants. In the meanwhile, the 

country is being drained of a wealth of men, to make more 

room for the landlords, who having sucked ‘their victims 

dry, and robbed them of the fruits of their industry, bid 

them seek a living in a foreign land. 

The “war,” with its accompanying desolations, has this 
week entered upon a new phase on the Ponsonby estate. 
Presumably the renewal of hostilities had been delayed pend- 
ing the arrival from Donegal of Mr. Balfour's battering ram 
—the product of the only new industry known to have been 
created by the present Government. And to what purpose 
is a fresh destruction of homes to be perpetrated in the . 
neighbourhood of Youghal? In order to effect the whole- 
sale clearance of hundreds of the very cream of the Irish 
tenantry, that their land may be possessed by an English 
syndicate, the chairman of which is a Tory M.P.—Mr. Smith 
Barry. This is a prospect at which doubtless there will be 
much clapping of hands among the Primrose Dames, and 
their half-a-dozen quondam allies styling themselves the 
“Women’s Liberal Unionist Association.” It is not, how- 
ever, only against the battering rams, and the bayonets, and 
the batons that the Irish people have to contend to-day: 
More insidious weapons than these are to be found in the 
lies so industriously circulated by the Unionist party, from 
Mr. Balfour down to (not to go any lower) the Zimes 
newspaper. It is not enough to protest against this style 
of political controversy: the falsehoods must be exposed. 
One of the latest of these is the fable—now consigned to the 
realm of other Unionist fiction—as to the boycotting of 
Protestants at Youghal. 

To women—to whom it has already been given to share 
in no small measure in the hopes and in some of the triumphs 
of the struggle—the political situation becomes more and 
more interesting, and presents an ever-widening field for 
the exercise of their influence on behalf of peace and truth 
and justice. Women have already been permitted to say 
and to do much to cheer their Irish sisters through those 
long and darkest hours which precede the dawn. But let 
us not rest here. The issues at stake are greater and deeper 
than the limitations of a constitutional question. In their 


effect upon the future of the homes of the- people—to none 
dearer than to the women of the land—the consequences of 
the present struggle are eternal. 


May 11, 1889. 
The current number of the Primrose League Gasette 
bristles with hints as'to the modus operandi of that body. 
The advertising columns are not the least instructive part 
of the paper. From these the dames and knights whose 
“ mission” it is to “keep alive political enthusiasm” will 
derive copious hints as to how it is to be done. One Austin 
Sparks, himself a knight of the Primrose League, announces 
that he “has arranged several specialities for the ensuing 
and provides—Conjurors, Ventriloquists, Jugglers, 
Punch and Judy, Musical Clowns, Acrobats, the Primrose 
League Minstrels, and Entertainments and Illuminations of 
every description.” Austin Sparks adds significantly that 
“his experience enables him to recommend those orm- 
ances, which he is confident are most apprecia the 
various classes of which habitations are comprised.” Under 
these circumstances it would be interesting to learn whether 
the “‘ Musical Clowns,” the “ Acrobats,” or the “ Primrose 
League Minstrels” are the most in demand. The same 
issue contains the account of an address by the Ruling 
Councillor—a Miss Belney—of the Catton Habitation. The 
speaker indulged in some startling statements, and asserted 
that the Primrose League “ maintained in its entirety the 
religion of the Bible.” By-the-by, Mrs. Eva McLaren, in 
her speech at Radcliffe the other night, drew attention to 
the fact that the members of the Crewe Women’s Liberal 
Association were being invited to join the Primrose League, 
and when excusing themselves on the ground of their exist- 
ing political connection, were told that they “could belong 
to both” ! 


+ 
*& & 


At the Wakefield Diocesan Congress the other day a 
question arose as to the right of women to vote upon matters 
ecclesiastic, and the discussion which ensued furnished an 
opportunity for the Rev. W. Appleyard to air some of those 

liar notions upon the subject which have already done 
such incalculable mischief in more ways than one. Said the 
rev. speaker: “‘ How could we distinguish between proper 
ladies and ladies of education and those servant girls and 
mill girls?” A correspondent of a northern daily thereupon 
~~ wrote : “I will venture to say, froma personal know- 
ledge of the class Mr. Appleyard so unjustly asperses, that 
the standard of morality among them is as high as among 
the ladies in the circles from which his experience is drawn. 
Personally I should be false to some of my dearest associa- 
tions—being the son of one and the husband of another of 
the class that the rev. speaker has such a holy dread of ; and 
if he will so far condescend as to place his feet under my 
table and a the humble hospitality dispensed by one 
who was erstwhile only a servant girl, possibly it would be an 
object lesson that he would not soon forget.” 

as 

Of all the absurd suggestions, the fruits of innocence other 
than blissful, for remedying the condition of the tramcar 
slaves, surely none can compete with that promulgated in 
the Pall Mall Gazette by “F. W. Bockett.” ‘This gentle- 
man—it cannot possibly be a woman—proposes that “ every 
minister of religion” should “publicly denounce from the 
pulpit” and, further, should “refuse to administer the 
sacrament” to those of his flock who, as shareholders in 
these companies, do not refuse to take the dividends accruing 
tothem. We pass by the fact that the directors would be 
much obliged to them for adopting the course of refusing to 
accept the dividends. “¥F. W. Bockett,” however, will 
probably be surprised to learn that there is among the share- 
holders of these and other public companies, the morality 
and humanity of whose procedure is equally open to 
question, quite as large a proportion, if not larger, of the 
“clergy of all denominations ” as of any other class of society. 
When Mrs. Reaney fought her battle with the North Metro- 
politan Tramways Company, what course did they pursue ? 
With one or two honourable exceptions they for the most 
part were content to remain indifferent.. Some, however, 
esteemed it quite consistent with their calling to endeavour 
to shout a woman down. | 


* 
* & 


Paris, indeed all France, has been en fefe this week, and 
there is little doubt that for the moment the wave of popular 
enthusiasm occasioned by the centenary of the revolution 
will prove as a temporary check to Boulangism. Writing in 
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the Daily News, on the celebrations at Versailles on Mon- 
, Mrs, Crawford says: “At the old Hotel des Menus 
Plaisirs the first grand! FASB took place. It was the 
unveiling of the stone commemorating fact that there 
the National Assembly first met and the New France arose, 
The civil and military authorities of Versailles, in full uni- 
form, were all there. The professors were in yellow and 
black or violet, the judges in red, and the generals and 
colonels in gala uniform. The absence of ladies was remark- 
able throughout. In 1789, when women had a right to vote 
by deputy at the elections for the Estate of the Nobility, they 
figured' at every ceremony in that eventful year, and the 
women of Paris turned the Court out of Versailles, and by 
bringing it to Paris placed the Assembly beyond the power 
of reactionary faction. All this seems to have been 
completely forgotten.” It is probable that the magnificent 
success of the brilliant ceremony at the opening of the 
Exhibition on Monday will also strengthen the temporary 
reaction in favour of the present French Governmen 
ats ; 
The sentence of three months’ imprisonment passed upon 
Mr. Conybeare for cheering the Plan of Campaign 
far to explain a little incident in the so-called 
“trial” which excited some surprise at the time. A ques- 
tion arose as to whether a certain phrase in Irish should be 
entered on the depositions. ‘Oh, no,” replied Mr. Hamilton, 
“we don’t want to puzzle the judge.” Now, even under the 
Crimes Act, the judge can have nothing to do with a case 
unless the accused be sentenced to more than a month’s im- 
prisonment. Did Mr. Hamilton receive instructions from 
Mr. Balfour as to what sentence was to be passed before the 


trial commenced ? 


+ 
® * e 


Last year the House of Lords Committee on Poor Law 
Relief reported in favour of the appointment of a certain 
number of ladies to act as inspectors of the female and 
children’s ward in workhouses, and of the staff of nurses. 
Mr. Ritchie having declined to give effect to this recom- 
mendation, Mr. Pickersgill proposes to raise the question in 
Committee of Supply. 

es 

The sensation of the week before the Parnell Commission 
was the appearance of Mr. O’Brien and Mr. Edward 
Harrington. The former looked very ill. It is obvious 
that Mr. Balfour’s intention is to heap as many indignities 
as possible upon his head while he has him in his power. 
That such a man should be confined as a common criminal 
in one of our metropolitan gaols, in the circumstances under 
which he is brought to London, should surely suffice to 
give to its citizens a keener conception of the meaning of 


Balfourism. 


* 
* & 


There has been a loud outcry by the Tury press against 
the resolution of the London County Council to confer the 
post of deputy-chairman upon Mr. Firth at a salary of two 
thousand pounds per annum. Whilst we will not presume 
to say anything against the proceeding at this stage, we can- 
not but think that Mr. Firth will best consult the interest$ of 
his constituents in Dundee, of Scotch Liberalism generally, 
and of the London ratepayers, by making way in the House 
of Commons for a successor with full time to devote to his 
Parliamentary duties. ; 

. + tei 

Fs * & 
. The first tenant on the Ponsonby estate to be evicted on 
Tuesday was William Forrest. The family had been in 
peace for generations; they had erected their own 
uildings, done much in the way of drainage and other 
improvements, haying sunk altogether eleven hundred pounds 
upon the less than a hundred acres which they have sacces- 
sively farmed for so many years. And now every penny of 
this is absolutely lost to them—lost, that is, until the day 
dawns when the present iniquitous administration shall be 

swept away. r 
a+ se 

The letter which we publish elsewhere from Mrs.. Jesse 
Haworth, on the Ladies’ Work Society, deals with a move- 


‘ment which has already proved of considerable benefit; but 


one in which further development is both practicable and 
desirable. Mrs. Haworth’s letter will, we trust, induce many 
promotion, ’ 


‘of our readers to do what they can towards its: 
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THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN AT 
OXFORD. 


On Thureday, the 2nd of May, there was held a large and 
most successful meeting of the Oxford Women’s Liberal 
Association, to welcome Lady Aberdeen as its president. 
So many were the applications for tickets, from both men 
and women, that the arrangements had to be altered at the 
last moment, and the meeting held, not in the Town Hall, 
which can hold eight hundred persons, but in the Corn 
Exchange, a building capable of containing 2,500. This was 
crowded, many persons having to stand during the whole 
evening, and it was admitted on all sides that a more 
earnest and enthusiastic gathering of Liberals had rarely, if 
ever, been seen in Orford. The fact that both the men and 
women’s associations had worked harmoniously together 
in arranging the meeting n° doubt added much to its success, 
and in this matter it may be hoped that the example of 
Oxford will be largely followed. 


Amongst those present were the Earl of Aberdeen, Mr. G: 
G. Greenwood (the Liberal candidate for the representation 
of the city) Mr. W. H. K. Redmond, M.P., Miss Shaw 
Lefevre, Rhys, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Birkbeck Hill, Mrs. 
Fairbairn, Mrs. Manse, and Miss Macdonald (Hon. Secs.), 
Mrs. J. J. Hughes, Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Goodwin, Mrs, James, 
Mrs. Baker, Dr. Murray, Dr. Birkbeck Hill, the Rev. C. J. 
H. Fletcher, the Rev. R. Harley, Professor tie Mr. 
Massie, Mr. A. Sidgwick, Aldermen Carr and Buckel ‘Coan. 
cillors J, J. Hughes, Downing, Salter, R. J. Grubb, Kinger- 
lee, r, Messrs. G. G. A. Murray, E. B. Poulton, T. C. 
‘Snow, M. A. A. Mathews, H. M. J. Underhill, Baker, &c. 
The buik was most tastefully and elaborately decorated. 
The whole of the roof was hung with lent by Mrs. 
Massie, two large cartoons representing Ireland under coer- 
cion, and what would be its condition under Home Rule, 
and also mottoes sent by the Home Rule Union. Over the 
end gallery, in the Liberal colours, were the words, ‘‘ Oxford 
Women’s Liberal Association.” | A scroll inscribed 
** Welcome to our President,” over the speaker's ery, and 
numerous other mottoes lent by the Oxford Women's 
Liberal Association, were displayed on the walls. The plat- 
form, which was promean out in front of the centre 
gallery, was covered with red hangings, draped with lace, 
as also was the mounting over the platform and kers’ 

llery, the whole being most creditably carried out by Mr. 

if. Wark, jun., of Grandpont. Throughout the proceedings 

haracterised with t enthusiasm. A handsome 

Leto brig was presented to the Countess by the juvenile Miss 

ter of the late Mrs. ‘Ritchie, the iicat secretary 
of the association. 

y Aberdeen was enthusiastically received on taking 
the chair. She said that she could render but poor service 
in her capacity of president as she could only parely hope to 
be seen among the associates, but all those who heard her 
on Thursday felt her earnest words recalled the highest and 
best motives for Lies work, and filled the workers with 
hope, and the indifferent with a wish “to be up and doing.” 
emphasising the important nature of the political 

the work of women in "eri 
80 


ralism they will and study, mark, 
wADaly digest that ea oun ot Mazzini’s on the “ Duties 
of Man.” (Cheers.) It has n reprinted by Alexander 
Shepherd, Castle Street, Holborn, at a very low price on 
for circulation—if once taken to heart can never be 
forgotten, It places before us a sublime and lofty ideal, one 
that may well make us count the cost before we take upon 
us the name of Liberal, but it is one that is worth living for. 
It demands from us self-sacrifice—(cheers)—it demands that 
we should ask self-sacrifice from others, from even the 
opp for self-sacrifice is the only true way whereby we 
can ourselves rise. It demands from us patience, it demands 
from us faith, that we should believe in the triumph of 


words, and may not seem to apply te us, whose political 
duties seem very small and confin 

think about it we shall find it applies to us, to our homes, to 
every question bearing on the well-being of the country, 
or the working classes which we try to understand 
and which we must try to understand, for if we understand 
them rightly then the right men will be returned at muni- 
cipal elections, at county council elections, at parliamentary 
elections, and our country will be ary seen rightly. 
(Cheers.) We shall _ Eee same principles waderiyit all 
other sane mode of conduct necessary. e can only, there- 
fore, pity those that think that politics must needs be a poor 


unworthy with unworthy motives. They ha 
ting z y bar 


some their lives, it makes life such a grand 
when we the same old principles running thre 
every part of i, fo which we must n be lo (Cheers. ) 
I need not ask if you see those principles ugh 


eed not speak ¢ 
‘In not s 0 
Stat a ne eae 
ou are no e () a perhaps he 
will feel, as I fee that the Englis nation have not 
br ry BS on her trial for nothing. 
have we to do on this question, which 
settled before any other? Just the same as about all else. 
We have to be pateionic, to insist that our country shall be 
loyal to its best traditions—(cheers)—know the truth, press it, 
urge it, gs it home. (Cheers.) Truth must 
wea; to) 
us a tee then chee ) y best wish for you, 
members of the Oxford Women’s Liberal Federation, is that 
Sean may so learn how to use that weapon that no mean 
urels will be yours in the day of victory, which must be 
near at hand. (Loud and continued c ) 

Lord Aberdeen moved the following resolution: “That 
this meeting desires a postin to express its condemna.- 
tion of the administration of the present Government in 
Ireland—(cheers)—and believing that the policy of coercion 
and suppression does not represent the opinion of the 
majority of Great Britain, this meeting earnestly hopes that 
the fee of the country will soon be tested by a disso- 
lution of Parliament.” He congratulated the Oxford Liberal 
Federation of Women upon this splendid nieewine (Cheers. ) 
He felt sure that they were also to be congratulated not 
only on the effect of the success of this meeting, but on the 
influence which their action in having thus combined and 
having organised such a meeting must have in promotin 
that great cause, apart from the question of the hour—tha' 
increasingly recogn movement, he meant the part whicb 
women ought to take and were taking in promoting the 
national welfare, because it was that and not ing less than 
that which was signified by the <n politics. (Hear, 
share fn the proat privilege, the great diay of beteping alicce 
share in the p ege, the great duty of bri abou’ 
the success of this noble cause. (Loud cheers.) . 

Mr. W. Redmond had a most enthusiastic reception, and 
carried the whole of the vast assembly with him for the 
hour during which hespoke. Referring to what had occurred 
that day before the Royal Commission, he owned he had in 
former times spoken violently and Hees! amir England 
and Englishmen, in the days when no Iris n believed 
that any good to his country could come from an English 
Parliament, and in like circumstances he should do the like 

in. But that now, knowing that he and his party had 
the sympathies of the le of England with them, he would 
be among the first to hold out the hand of fellowship, and if 
Ireland were granted such measure of Home Rule as Glad- 
stone approved of, wat oe! to promise to do his utmost to 
maintain the Union. He then added: The English and Irish 
people were no longer fighting in the dark, and misrepre- 
sen 


the Liberal policy towards 
Ireland. policy Ireland, 


tion was giving way to plain statements, whilst the 
— leader of t ple was received with open arms 
y the English people, for it was seen that his proposals 
would tend tothe eg md the Empire. (Cheers.) 
They had it from Lord Salisbury that he hoped to give the 
Irish people a system of local self-government, which was 
an admission that the present centralised form of govern- 
ment—namely, Dublin Castle—had completely failed to 
govern the people. There was nothing which excited the 
Indignation of the Irish people more than the assertion that 
there wasa latent desire on the part of the majority to exer- 
cise tyranny upon their religionists who were in the minority, 
and he did of the people of mg cel, when this was put 
before them to throw it on one side as an argument which 
could not be in the least mipported, and as an unworthy 
argument. Since 1846 three millions two hundred thousand 
of the people had been the victims of these evictions. He 
had seen the houses pulled down, and maddened men 
marched off to prison by an armed force for the crime of 
Gotending Sher omes and their wives and families. There 
were certain people called Unionists who said that all this 
was done and aateved for a mere theatrical display: but it 
was hard enough to witness these sights, without being told 
cynically and cruelly that the people were not suffering at 
all, There was not a single Irishman who would see his 
house pulled down and his wife and children turned on the 
roadside if he could help it, and it was the duty of the 
English people to hasten the day when there would bea 
liberal and proper settlement of the land question, and when 
the present eviction horrors would be an impossibility, and 


e Irish 


thereby enabling the ples of Great Britain to feel that 
ton were brothers of one country for weal and for woe. 
eers.) 


Mr. Greenwood, who was received with hearty cheers, 
supported the resolution. He expressed the debt of grati- 
tude which he felt that he owed to the Oxford Women’s 
Liberal Association. (Cheers.) Gratitude had been defined 
as a lively sense of favours to come, and it was in their 
pore to confer the greatest favour by their assistance 

tween now and the next election, and he ventured to ask 
it so long as he had their confidence and so long as he stood 
there in some measure the representative of the Home Rule 
and the Liberal cause. (Loud cheers.) Lady Aberd 


een 
mentioned the ladies of the e, and it had 


been sometimes gested that they should try to imitate 
the ladies of het Laas: (** No.) Well, he should not be 
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all ashamed to take a lesson from an enemy, if necessary, 
bat he thought if they examined the methods, the constitu- 
tion, and the principles of the Liberal Women’s Association 
they would find them to be very different from those of the 
Primrose League._ (Hear, hear.) He took it that the dames 
of the Primrose did not make a very exhaustive 
study of politics; they drove into it in a ca: and pair. 
(Laughter.) The great thing was that the jewelled hand of 
the duchess was now ing the horny palm of the Con- 
servative working man. ( la 


association proceete: on very 
hear)—but he would say for the dames of the Primrose 


arc Practices Act. (Hear, hear.) They had been 
act te eect boycotting, and they knew Mr. O’Brien— 
(loud cheers)—was now in P n for advising the peasants 
of ey adopt tha partons kind of boycotting 
which nm adopted, as he said, by the dames of the 
Primrose e, the kind of bg Peta which Lord Salis- 
bury, in his ous speech at Ne , said could not be 
touched by legislation. He, in conclusion, briefly referred 
to the insane Sugar Convention which had been arranged 
by Baron de Worms, and on seat was 
warmly cheered. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously amidst much cheering. 

On the motion of Mrs. Massie, seconded by Mr. Sidgwick, 
rena Yor Shonda we ence ichS ome 

an een, Mr. ond, and Mr. Greenw 

for their addresses, = 
Aberdeen acknowledged the Senelinnent, and the 
meeting terminated with hearty cheers for the ae 
for Lord Aberdeen, Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Greenwood, an 
Mr. Redmond. 


LADY SANDHURST AT PORTSMOUTH. 


The Portsmouth Women’s Liberal Association on Friday 
last celebrated the completion of its first year of existence 
by holding a public meeting in the Victoria Hall, Southsea. 
Mrs. Good presided. Lady Sandhurst was the principal 
speaker, and among those who also supported Mrs. Good_on 
the platform, or were prominent among the audience, were 
Mr. W. M. Crook, B.A., Mr. P. Vanderbyl, Alderman J. 
Baker, the Vicar of Portsmouth (the Rev. E. P. Grant), and 
Miss Grant, Mr. T. A. Bramsdon, Mr. T. Nicholson, Mr. W, 
Ward, and Mrs. Ward (Hon. Sec.), Mr. and Mrs. Casher, 
Mr. B. Nicholson (Gosport), Mr. W. J. Willis, Mrs. Sedgwick, 
Messrs. T. Baskett, J. H. Corke, W. T. Dittman, Mrs. Bas- 
kett, Mr. H. B. Morris, Messrs. J. W. Earle, and C. Vine, 
Mrs. Lapthorn (Gosport), Mrs. Corbyn, Mr. W. R. Light, 
Miss Mulvany, Mesdames Hames, Picton, Easthope, Pugh, 
Drew, White, Ingham, &c. 


A YEAR OF SUCCESS, 


The speech-making was prefaced b Gant pee and political 
songs, rendered by a choir under the conductorship of Mr. 
Drew. In commencing the serious business of the evening, 
the Ohairwoman announced letters of apol for non- 
attendance from Messrs. J. Bonham.Carter, 1 P., A. 

e, J.P., J. Graham Niven, and T. Lapthorn, and the 
Rev. J. H. Anderson. Speaking of the annive which 
that meeting was held to commemorate, she said the asso- 
ciation had proved it was not the mere fad that some thought 
when it was started. It now numbered over five hundred 
members, and they ho to make the coming year even 
more successful than the past had been. It was the unjust 
oppression of the weaker country, Ireland, that had at 
roused Englishwomen, and e them bestir themselves 
and form associations for mutual political education. They 
did not wish to take women away from their home yy eke 
but to make them good companions for their fathe 
husbands, and brothers. (Applause.) Liberal women di 
not want to usurp men’s positions; they could no more do 
men’s work than men could do theirs, (Laughter and 
applause.) They wanted to qualify themselves for the 
proper exercise of the franchise when it should be given 

hem, and to support the liberal-minded, far-seeing, and 
always just policy of Mr. Gladstone. (Loud applause. ) 


SPEECHES BY THE LIBERAL CANDIDATES, 


Mr. Vanderbyl, who was vermly received, Reopen: 
‘That this meeting records its pro against the continued 
cruel and unjust treatment of the Irish people, and also 

rotests against the Sugar Bounties Convention, believing 
that it is op to the principles of Free Trade, and that 
it would seriously interfere with many industries dependin 
upon the cheapness of sugar.” Speaking of the members o: 
Parliament who had been sent to prison in Ireland only that 

y: he said they were punished because they had 
endeavoured to do their duty to their constituents and their 
country. (“Shame.”) In refutation of the oft-repeated 
assertions that the Irish Members of Parliament covertly 


said, any justification were a on i at 
any time for the interposition of the influence, the interests, 
an the character of women in controlling poli this was 
the time. T been a 


litical parti d ially of the Dace ae had 
of es, and es; oO 80 
Giookataly lant their ronson on now, Lord 7, in his 


metallic way of dealing with men, said: “The ' have 
always had the worst ——- and the Irish people 
have been the worst subjects that c ‘had known. 
If these were his beliefs, how amazing it was that the 
jon, resentment, and pride of the man had induced him 
forget those facts, and to ride roughshod over the people 
of Ireland. (‘Shame.”) 
urst was the next ker. She met with a 
Seligiy picked ts remot’ ust staid care 
ex y p presen meeting of one o 
the sanooiatinets that went to form the Women’s Liberal 
Federation, to which she looked for great to be done 
in years tocome. There were now nearly y such 
nisations throughout the country, and she was sure her 
hearers would agree with her in thinking that they ought 
to be made ganna missionary organisations for every 
kind of . (Hear, hear.) It was true t these asso- 
ciations been called into being to counteract the work 
of the Primrose League, but they must not follow it in 
the matter of frivolity, for which there was no room in 
sacred Liberal cause. (Hear, hear.) One of their great 
objects was to extend the franchise, and they did not mean 
to rest until the cry was realised of ‘‘One man one vote!” and 
one day they hoped to see the franchise extended to women. 
(Hose, hear.) | og of the main points of difference 
tween Liberalism and Conservatism, y Sandhurst said 
she ventured to think Liberals derived their principles direct 
from the Bible. (Hear, hear.) Liberal: women had to work 
for the amelioration first of Irish miseries, and then of 
English miseries. They must work until the time arrived 
when the fruit of their labours could be reaped. When that 


stone, with all his long experience and his nob! 
right—(applause)—and they would find worthy followers to 
back him is steps. (Renewed 


The Rev. E. P. t, Ww! 
moved a hearty vote of thanks to Lady Sandhurst and Mr. 
Crook for their addresses. In the course of a cyanea ee 
earnest speech, he spoke of Lady Sandhurst as one who 
had the co to break through the trammels of the class 
to which she belo and adopt the cause of what was, in 
one sense, the po , and in another sense, the unpopular 
party. (Applause.) ; ee 

Mr. Bramsdon seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, with applause, Sandhurst and Mr. 
Crook briefly acknowledged the compliment; and a vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Good for presiding, accorded on the propo- 
sition of Mr. Willis, seconded Mr. Alderman , 
closed the meeting. 

During her stay in Portsmouth Lady Sandhurst was the 
guest of Councillor T. E. Baskett, at Woodlands, Southsea. 


A WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
RADCLIFFE AND PILKINGTON. — 


On Monday evening, May 6th, a large and enthusiastic 
meeting of women was held in the Co-operative Hall, Rad- 
cliffe, to inaugurate the Radcliffe and Pilkington Women’s 
Liberal Association. The chair was taken by Robert Leake, 
Esq., M.P. for the Division, who was supported by Mrs. 
Eva McLaren and other ladies. Letters of apology ‘were 
read from Mrs, Brierley, Mrs. Ryley (of Accrington), and 
Mrs. Schwann. 
The Chairman said the pro 1 to form a Women’s: 
Association in that diving whe one entirely monies 


on the part of the women themselves. He und 


they had remonstrated with their liege lords on 
occasions with regard to the backward seat they had to’ 


in the t controversies occurring in the country, *"! 
doubt they had felt a desire to avarice & cause which Mey 
ually with their male friends, to bea good 


believed, 


was the grand old Liberal policy of trust, thy, an 
eq ) He belived 


become a politician, especially - acre | po. igo tas rt. 
owledge 

oe th d could pos- 

sess, that was the understanding of ae prin- 

ciples underlying all poe. and in a very practical manner 


would be most unfair to leave them out of consideration in 
all that affected it. In conclusion he expressed himself in 
favour of women’s suffrage, and wished the association every 
success, (Applause.) : 
, in the course of a sp oa fluently-delivered 
said the main reason for the formation of such 
associations as that was the desire of women to interest 
themselves in politics. They were often told by men to let 
politics alone. They would be delighted to do so if politics 
would let them alone. (‘‘ Hear, hear,” and laughter.) But 
if politics would follow them into their homes, sit down at 
Sct sllagtitesy Aiiey silget wursly takers pushin prtities 
uy ey m sure. ea in politics ; 
in ocd ta ues, at an Y ate that their ote not taxed 
by the Government of the day. (Hear, hear.) Every single 
measure of importance before the House of Commons was 
of interest to women of this country. These measures 
affected the whole community, of which the women formed 
half, and it was reasonable therefore that they should brin, 
their influence to bear on the politics of the day. They di 
not in t associations want thé uneducated influence of 
mere party spirit. (Hear, hear.) The influence they wanted 
from women was the influence of a mind educated to know 
the right and wrong of every measure brought before the 
country. Politics must be viewed from all sides, and a man’s 
view must necessarily in these matters be different from a 
woman's. After Cer at some length upon matters 
which women could do much to influence, Mrs. McLaren 
referred to the question of women’s , saying that 
when the t the vote women would have a direct influence 
in the nf cs of the day, and she hoped that they would 
make oneine of this vote in Parliamentary matters 
one of the objects of the association. (Applause.) 
The remaining business of the meeting was the election of 
a president and seven vice-presidents, and for the former 
position Mrs. Leake was unanimously chosen, the seven 
vice-presidents being—Mrs. Adam Hoyle, Mrs. Richard Allen, 
Mrs. James Hoyle, Mrs. John Massey, jun., Miss Brierley, 
Mrs. Seaton, and Mrs. Joseph Bentley. 


INAUGURAL SOIREE OF THE SHILDON 
WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


The successful establishment of a Women’s Liberal 
Association at the Shildons was signally commemorated on 
Saturday by an inaugural soiree consist of a well-attended 
public tea meeting and coffee supper a New Shildon, the 
8 hes being delivered’ in the Mechanics’ Hall, and the 

er functions being kindly permitted in the Primitive 
Methodist School adjoining. Miss Graham, of Darlington, 
ded at the meeting ; and on or near the platform were 

r. J. M. Paulton, M.P., Miss Lucas, Mrs. nces Wood, 
and Mr. G. Lucas, of Darlington; Dr. and Mrs. Ratcliffe- 
Gaylard, Councillor and Mrs. Lingford, Miss Hallam, Mr., 
Mrs., and Miss Bigland, Mr. J. W. Townend, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. A. Brown, Mr. and Mra. O. Scott, Mr. H. Brown, Mes- 
dames Iley (secretary of the association), Comey: and Smith, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Jennings, the last-mentioned also giving 
free service at the piano; whilst songs were given by Miss 

Mr. Be ; 

i “Grah am said that, as a woman, she esteemed it a 
duty to, if she could in the slightest, help on the Liberal 
cause. (Cheers.) She was g to see the progress there. 
It was most cheering, and showed there was some vitality 
amo them in Shildon. Membership of an association 
like that did not, she held, necessarily mean that a woman 
should neglect domestic duty. There were many ways in 
which a woman could work for Liberalism. She could ever 

ive a word in season, scatter literature, or canvas a little. 
In that way women might be of incalculable use to the 
Liberal party. (Cheers.) She congratulated the Shildon 
Women's Li Association on its auspicious inaugura- 
‘tion. (Cheers.) 
Mrs. ve a report, a, paper terse, compact, and 
os Laie Pauitor, t unable to attend, had sent a cheque 
tor two guineas—(cheers)—and hel also readily pro- 
ceeded from Mrs. Dale, Mrs. Fry, ouncillor Lingford, Mr. 
Albert Wood, Mr. R. A. Brown, Mr. J. 
others. They desired to mak: 
Mrs. Ratcliffe-Gaylard was th 


e 
cheers)—not only a name, but a power in the old cause of 
(ittoretiaan (Cheers. ) 


‘ posed “That this meeti 
Miss Lucas 
proves i the Forma 


heartily a 


tion of the Shildon District Women’s 
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port as to enable it to give active assistance to the Libergl 


upon to quali 
disabilitins of the sex were ually disa 3 but 
should never forget that rrester wdvantenee boot ht pi rg! 


responsibilities. As to the Primrose ap w the 
recognised ita anima rinciple, they did not wish : 
copy ite methods, notwithiecding Lent Be “4 
mendation. (Cheers and rey od Perhaps the test 
stimulus to women’s Libe organisations had originated 
in the desire to help the Home Rule movement, which, 
despite the stages of obstruction through which it was now 
struggling, was destined to trium (Cheers.) She hoped 
the women of Shildon would do all they could for the cause 
of Ireland, and do all they could to support the Grand Uld 
Man in the effort he was making to give a permanent and 
peaceful settlement to the Irish question. eers. ) 

Mrs. F. Wood seconded the motion, and said her great 
was to constrain the women of Shildon to join that 
association, and she could assure them they n not be 
discouraged by lack of political knowledge. (Cheers.) 

..H. Brown supported with a tribute to the splendid 
capacity the Darlington ladies showed for carrying on their 
own cause. He could assure their visitors the women of 
erearny’ were Liberal from top to toe. (Laughter and 
cheers. 

Mr. Paulton, M-P., said he coincided entirely with 
what he had heard. There was an idea that politics were 
outside woman’s work and what was called woman’s sphere ; 
but he thought that objection came from those who had 
not given much thought to the subject. It was difficult to 
know what was meant by woman's sphere. He thought 
they would find women qualified to take a useful and intelli- 
gent part in public questions—(cheers)—because laws 
affected everybody. Bad laws, however, affec the r 
more than the rich, because the latter were better able to 
take care of themselves. There were a great many questions 
in which women should take a very active interest. For 
instance, there were State questions affecting the health, 
the well-being, and even the lives of their fathers, husbands, 
and brothers —(cheers)—and in this connection he desired to 
say how very deeply he felt for the sufferers by the accident 
at Adelaide Colliery. The hon. gentleman referred to the 
sugar bounties and to other questions, and added that 
whilst they sought the faid and sympathy of women they 
were also anxious and desirous that the sex should continue 
to preserve all their attributes of gentleness and sympathy 
so dear in all the relations of life. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Lucas moved : ‘‘ That this meeting strongly condemns 
the policy and conduct of the Conservative Government, 
and pl itself to do its utmost to assist in returning a 
Liberal Government to power.” He congratulated them 
alike on their association and on their member. (Cheers.) 

The motion was heartily carried. 

Messrs. J. D. Rider and Townend moved and seconded 
thanks to speakers, vocalists, and pianists, and a like com- 

liment was given to Miss on the motion of Mr. 

ulton and Mr. Bigland. 


INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE BOSTON 
WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Friday, the 24th of April, the members of the Boston 
branch of the Women’s Liberal Association held their first 
public meeting at the Liberal Club room. It was we 
attended, several fresh members joining. They then ad- 
journed to the Corn Exchange, and partook of tea, after 
which T. D. Sullivan, M.P., late Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Halley Stewart, M.P. for the Spalding Division of Lincoln- 
shire, and Mrs. Scatcherd addressed a most attentive and 
enthusiastic audience of thirteen hundred people. The fol- 
lowing was the programme :— 

Samuel Waddington, Esq., chairman. Band (overture) 
_ Propored ni by H. Stewart, Baq., M-P,, seconded by Council 

ro y wa - . SECON y Council- 
lor Wiufrey, responded to by Mra. Scatcherd, of Leeds: 
“This meeting cordially recognises the increased interest 
manifested by women in the political questions of the day, 
and heartily wishes success to the Boston Women’s Liberal 
Association.” 


| Mrs. J. J. Lee, Song, “The Wearing of the Green.” 


Band (valse), ‘“‘ Rhoda 
nosed by Alderman Bedford, seconded by Councillor 
H. A. Everitt: ‘‘ This meeting deeply sympathises with the 
Irish people in their patient forbearance under the tyran- 
nous crercive rule of the present Government, and hopes 
the day is not far distant when Home Rule shall bring peace, 
contentment, and happiness to the Sister Isle.” Responded 
to by T. D. Sullivan .» M.P., late Lord Mayor of Dublin. 
Song, Mrs. J. J. Lee, “The Bay of Dublin.” Band 

(fantasia), “La Diva.” 


Eropceed by Alderman Beasley, seconded by Joseph H. 
§ -P., ‘That a hearty vote of thanks be given 
to T. D. Sullivan, Esg., Halley Stewart, Esq., Mrs. Scatcherd, 
the Chairman, and other speakers, and to all who have 
assisted in the arrangements of this meeting.” 

**God save the Queen.” 


May 11, 1889. 


— — 


INAUGURATION OF A WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION AT FINEDON, EAST 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


Some weeks ago a few friends of the Liberal women of 
this village met in the Friends’ Meeting House, with a 
view of forming a branch of the East Northamption- 
shire Women’s Liberal Association. At their invitation 
Mrs, John Wallis, secretary of the Kettering Association, 
was present, and explained what the preliminary steps 
would be in the formation of such a society, and what a 
power for good they are becoming all over the country in 
educating women, more especially on questions bearing on 
their home as well as public life. 


On Friday, May 3rd, the new association was publicly 
inaugurated by a tea and public meeting at the Temperance 
Hall, Finedon. About 60 ladies sat down, the tables being 
presided over by Mrs, F, B, Sharp, Mrs. J. Harlock, Mrs, C. 
Wright, Mrs. J. Parker, and Mrs. W. Hill. When the 
tables had been cleared, business was at once proceeded 
with in the enrolment of members, and the distribution of 
rules, 


The public meeting commenced about 6-30, and the chair 
was efficiently occupied by Mr. Councillor Sharp. On and 
around the platform we noticed Mrs, Sharp, Mrs. Harlock, 
Mrs, John Wallis (Kettering), Mrs. Wallis (Burton Latimer), 
Mrs. Parker, Mrs, R. Clapham, Mrs. C. Wright, Mrs. J. 
Hawthorn, Mrs, B. Tite, Mrs. Leaberry, Mrs. T. C. Clarke, 
Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Kearsley, Mrs. J. Willis, Miss Craddock, 
Mrs. S. Jackson, and many others. The meeting was 
enlivened by songs from Mrs, Wallis and Miss Wright. 


Mr. Sharp, in opening the meeting, expressed his pleasure 
in occupying that position, and also his gratification that 
the association had been formed. But he wished it to be 
understood that no one would be in any way coerced to join, 
but all were free and unfettered, and there would not be 
any boycotting of those who did not see with them. There 
were, however, many matters that concerned women 
speotay, both P peers and socially, and an association of 
this kind woul materially: help to impart information. 


Mr. J. Partridge, in a neat and effective speech, proposed 
the first eeentntate as follows: “ That this meeting heartily 
congratulates the important village of Finedon on the for- 
mation of a Women’s Liberal Association, being convinced 
that the time has come when women should be awakened 
to their duties as citizens, and take an intelligent and active 
interest in the politics of their country.” He dealt very 
forcibly upon the rise in the price of sugar as the thin edge 
of the wedge of Protection, and said if the Government were 
permitted to pass the Bill; every home in the country 
would feel its evil effect. 


Mr. T. O. Olarke seconded the proposition, which was 
unanimously passed. 


Mrs. John Wallis then pegposed the following resolution 
in a very effective speech: ‘‘ That this meeting emphaticall 

condemns the prosecution and prison treatment of Iris 

patriots as spiteful, brutal, and inhuman, and contrary to 
the es of civilised governments; and calls upon the men 
and women of Great Britain to take no rest until the 
wrongs of the Irish nation and the insults to her patriotic 
eaders are avenged.” Before proceeding to speak upon 
the resolution, Mrs. Wallis observed that in these days of 
Women’s Liberal Associations the natural question for a 
woman t9 ask is, ‘“‘ What have women to do with politics?” 
She thought a great deal, and then asked, ‘‘ What are 
Politics?” Politics mean the relation between every indi- 
vidual and the State. Politics mean our duty to our neigh- 
bours, and should thus be part of our religion. Everyone 
ought to take an interest in politics. Robert Burns said— 


“‘To make a happy fireside, I cline to weans and wife, 
hat‘s the truc pathos and sublime of human life.” 


The speaker then went on to say how politics brought” 


this about. Speaking of the two pee itera and 
Conservatives—she said the former always been the 
friends of the people, as was shown by what they had done 
during the past fifty years. There were many wrongs yet 
to be righted, and many evils to remove. Women’s Suffrage 
must be settled, so that the women might have a vote on 
questions specially affecting women and children. Women 
must purity | both party politics and public life. These 
reforms will not make the world perfect, but they will 
bring us nearer to the realisation of the Christian ideal. 
But before we begin with these reforms for ourselves there 
is one act of justice to be done. The Liberal motto is, ‘“‘ Do 
unto others as ye would that others should do to you,” and 
she would remind them that while we in Great Britain are 
enjoying the benefits which have been granted to us, Ire- 
land was being treated like a conquered country, The 
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te le nis cea to — thsit oy ym 
musi perl poanege own a 
(Lond cheers.) Wail then at some th and 
severe terms with the Government policy of coercion, 
specially reeariOg to the evictions’ on the Olphert estate, 
and the prosecution of Mr. Harrison and Mr. ie bea 
M.P., for distributing bread, water, and fuel to the 
bese se? So far from regarding such an act asa crime, 
se Lg Nhe Mella ha teers pone ear ep ereredthe 
such service agro sore-stricken 

fast’ in Doneget than be si - the high places of the 
earth, devising mischief B poor, preparing for 
them the instruments of death. 
showed wonderful long-suffering and patience, which were 
due to the know that they had the rtm wees of the 
English people, and in the forefront of is our 
grand old chieftain fighting for the cause of truth and 

Mr. J. Harlock seconded the resolution, which was 
heartily and the pronessings came to a close, 

The Association ly numbers about 60 members, 
The following are the officers: President, Mrs, F. B. Sharp i 
treasurer, Benjamin Tite; hon. secretary, Mra, J 


SOUTHPORT WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


THE usual monthly meeting of the Southport Division 
Women’s Liberal Association was held in the Temperance 
Hall, London Street, on Monday evening, April 20th, Mrs, 
Leese presiding. 

Miss Wubbe, in the absence of Miss Ryley, read the 
report for April, which said that the great cause for con- 

ratulation was the return of four women rdians, Mrs. 
fiul Tew was appointed as a delegate to attend the meeting 
of the National Reform Union, and Miss Smith and Miss 
Wubbe were appointed to attend the meeting of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation to be held in London. 


Miss Wubbe Lage fore “That this meeting, having 
observed that an glishman has been im med for 
gal Stl gg 

of Fal y such an 
occurrence in @ Obristion country, and considers it the 
natural outcome of the present deplorable and disgraceful 
system of Government.” 


Mrs. Crawshaw, in seconding, said she trusted the men of 
England would be roused to energetic action in removing 
the existence of the barbarous and intensely ignorant 
Government, and replace it by one more in touch with the 
principles of common humanity and the growing intelligence 
of the people. (Applause.) 


The motion was unanimously carried. 


Miss Smith read a letter from Miss Mary Esther Kilbride, 
which ran as follows :— 

** Duke Street, Ashby, April 18th, 1889, 

‘* Dear Madam,—Thank you very much for your kind 
letter and kind air of sympathy with the r 
evicted families. ey have suffered a good deal, but I ho 
the time is not far distant when we'll all return to our old 
homes, Evictions are threatened again on the Luggacurren 
estate. The parcel of chevhing arrived to-day. Before 
doing anything with them I wished to ask if I might take © 
any articles out of them for the poor evicted of Luggacurren, 
some of whom have large young families, However, if your 
association would prefer me to forward them direct to Clon- 
gorey without opening, I shall do so with pleasure. I know 

he parish priest there, who interested himself very much 
for his poor people, On behalf of the evicted of Lugga- 
curren, I than me and your association very warmly for. 
your thoughtful kindness.—I am, dear m, sincerely 
yours, ‘*Mary EsTHER KILBRIDE.” | 


Miss Robinson, vice-president of the Liverpool and Bir 
kenhead Peace Association, then delivered an on, 
‘* Peace,” in the course of.which she said that women ht 
to be the first to protest against the doctrine that ‘‘ might is 
right.” Wherever brute force was exalted women were . 
d asin Maho countries, where there was a 
religion of force, or in Germany, where there was a civilisa- 
tion resting on force. In America, on the contrary, where 
there was little militarism, the position of women was moat... 
exalted. She believed that national arbitration was the ] 
practical remedy for what they so much lamented. If. 
people saw the t iniquity and horror and inhumanity of, 
war they wo make stronger efforts to insist on arbi. 
tration being established between nation and nation, She 
hoped that women would not be behind, for this wag. 
@ woman’s question. They ought to make themselves. 
acquainted with the true character of war, ' 
its peste and bloodshed, its immorality and unc! ] a 
they ought to oppose it with vigour. (Loud applause), - 

Votes of thanks to Miss Robinson and Miss Leese ins: 


lo 


| cluded the proceedings, Ts ndTOgani 
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SOUTHERN DIVISION OF NOTTINGHAM : 
CASTLE WARD WOMEN'S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


the 
to be held in Londen cn As Eee 
was a was read Bay: 

on “Socialism.” The su! ject was ably handled, and to any 
wn upon the whole question. 

Bayley, afterdrawing attention to the difference between 

Soc based her ha? Serpeopr in favour of 

rishable fo tion of Christianity. 

Among other though ideas, the follo in reference 
to the nch_ Revolution occurs: “ Liberty, Equality, 

Fraternity!” What was wrong in the cry? noening 
vitally wrong somewhere, for men do not gather fruits o 
death ea e tree of a ad i Panise te wane a It 
was & -turvey cry, co only a - e 

world. e haces of. the French Revolution Toasted that 

they had go 

ha got 

were like an ocean without a bed, 


es our brotherhood, and in the fact of His fatherhood lies 
also our c to equality and freedom. Miss Bayley went 
on to say that “true Socialism was the indwelling spirit of 
life and order and well-being ; that it would make of all 
mankind a family, in which the strong brother would lend his 
strength to the weak, the wise brother would teach the 
simple, the big brother would lead the little one, and lift 
him over the rough places that were too hard for him, and 
there would be no room any more for grudging and for 
envy. We shall be true Socialists if we are true Christians.” 

A vote of thanks peicnet by Mrs. Oox and seconded by 
Mrs. Casson closed the meeting. 


BRISTOL WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


A raw ing:room mesattiiy was held on Tuesday afternoon, 
by the invitation of Mr. and Mrs, Latham, at Merry- 
wood Bedminster, to organise further the New Branch 
for Bristol South formed at a prewions meeting. 
Latham, Esq., took the chair, and gave a kind welcome to 
the ladies who were present, y approving of the for- 
mation of the new branch, The speaker, in reading out the 
rules.of theBristol Women’s Liberal Association, drew parti- 
cular attention to what he termed the two most important 
objects, namely, ‘‘to promote Liberal principles, and to extend 
the franchise to women.” In referring to the latter, he said 
his mind was open on the subject, and it seemed just that 
women, who bore the responsibilities of taxation, should 
also have a voice in public affairs. 

Mrs. J. H. Pe read letters from Mrs. W. H. Wills and 
Mrs, Howell Davies regretting their inability to attend. 

Miss Priestman moved the following resolution: ‘‘That 
this meeting, the value to ralism of women’s 
sympathy and help, desires to do eversthing in its power to 
promote the New Branch of the Bristol Women's Liberal Asso- 
ciation formed in Bristol South.” Miss Priestman said women 
used to be told that they had nothing to do with politics, 
buta change taken place in this t, and women 
had since found out that they could take an interest in poli- 
tics and remain women still. The formation of this new 
branch was a delightful proof of the activity of Liberalism 
in Bristol South. She pointed out the advantages of keepin 
up a close communication between the different branches o 
the association. Broadly speaking the difference between 
Liberalism and Conservatism was that Liberalism meant 
the many for the advan of the many, and Conservatism 
the privilege of the few at the cost of the many. She in- 
stanced the Sugar Convention Bill now before Parliament, 
the object of which was to prevent sugar from coming into 

this country from other countries from which it could come 
cheaply. e results of this spread indirectly, affecting 
many other industries. Conservative friends gave us onl, 

half statements. They mentioned many people out of wor 

because of the cheap imported sugar, but did not tell us of 
the thousands of people emeren 1 erioms ways ng = 
confectionery, rve making, an gro on lan 

that could nee be used for pasturage. A few rich people 
would receive a little more at the cost of consumers, who 
would have to pay more for their sugar. This was a little 
illustration of the importance of women taking an interest 


W. A. 


Matilda seconded the resolution, and said 
women’s duties were often given as a reason wh they should 
not take part in politics, but this reason applied to men too, 
for they were generally the bread winners, with many large 
and absorbing interests, yet it was always sup that 
fey eons know what was going on in the world. Women 


to share in these th for all had a direct or 

Fe teedig er ead on Government, which meant the affairs 

with which they were 

women would beware of 
risen to a sense of the. 


party, 


of the 
conn 


‘portion of humani 
nationally. She ho 
‘that they 
new interests. There must be 
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| and they must identify themselves with 
other, Tet than do thereat der one side or the 


rty rancour, 
faithfulness to their 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 


Evans Freuceat. Mrs. Olark seconded, that 
Mrs. W. H. Wills be elected id 
and it was carried adn ars ae for the new branch, 


them, 


for which 


ty of p and purity of 
of those whe baa had va 
opportunity for gaining information, but had mis. 
ry. She looked forward to the result of the recognition 
of women in political work as a help in sol the Irish 
problem. that Home Rule meant was that the Irish 
should perry their own internal affairs, The expense of 
getting local bills for Ireland through Parliament had done 
more to retard her social and industrial development than 
anything else, and Iduring Grattan’s Parliament these 
developments had been far greater. Irish antipathy to 
England was not to the English people, but to the English 


hel There must be sympathy between the governors and 
C) 


verned. 
in seconding the resolution, said the present 
state of Ireland was not alone to be taken as the strongest 
reason for a ong of policy, but her misery, as resulting 
from her past history, for which England was largely 
nsible. After illustrating her remarks by interestin 
istorical references, Miss Haigh said we owed to Tesla 
asacountry, a debt of justice, friendliness, and gratitude. 
The resolution was carried unanimously, 
Mrs. Trebilco moved a vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 
Latham for their hospitality. It was seconded by Mrs, 
Stone, and heartily carried. 


HISTORICO-POLITICAL LECTURES AT 
THE SOUTH KENSINGTON (TOWN WARD) 
WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Monday aril 29th, the third of the series of 
Historico-Politica Lectures, arranged by the Town Ward 
Committee of the South Kensington Women’s Liberal 
Association, was given at her house, in Linden Gardens, by 
Mrs. Dyson Williams, a member of the ward, to a most 
Eppes audience. The subject on this occasion was 
‘“The Reformation in England,” and the lecturer, having 
traced the causes which for generations had been leading u 

to the general European revolt against the corruptions an 

tyranny of the Church of Rome, proceeded to show the 
special political and personal motives which actuated the 
eaders of the Reformation here, which, having freed 
England from the Roman yoke, and established a State 
Church, led ultimately, through much tribulation, to tolera- 
tion and religious liberty. A political lesson was also drawn 
from the alternate persecutions of Catholics and Protestants, 
according as the Sovereign Head of our Church was of one 
ernie or the other, against the union of Church and 


ta 
Mr, Mand erna Williams pro a vote of thanks to 
the lecturer, which was carried with acclamation, and called 
attention to the rapid dying out in Ireland, after the dis- 
establishment of her State Church, of religious bitterness— 
and remarked, amid cheers, that the old spirit of persecution 
and intolerance survived there now only among the Orange- 
men of “ Loyal” Ulster ! 
Tea and coffee having been served, Miss Bairdsmith enter- 
tained the audience by reciting one of Anstie’s humorous 
ms, and the ings closed with the Peace Associa- 
jon’s version of the National Anthem, in which all joined 


heartily. 
The — peg if given were on “The Magna Charta 
as the Foundation of British Liberties,” and the “ Peasants’ 


War, or the Extinction of Serfdom in England,” and the 
next, which it is hoped will be delivered a fortnight hence, 
will have for its subject ‘“‘The St le between Charles I. 
and his Parliaments; or, The Petition of Rights and the 
Grand Remonstrance.” 


Forthcoming Events. 
May 13. York, Mrs. Joshua Rowntree, on ‘A Recent visit to 
Ireland.” 


» 16, Plymouth, Princess Hall. An at Home. 


» 21. Financial Reform Association Meeting. Mr. Henry 
George, at Manchester, 


» 22. Annual Meeting National Reform Union, Manchester. 


» 22&23. Annual Meetings of the Women’s Liberal Federation 
_ in London, : 
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